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Meetings held at the Ermington Community Hall, River Road, Ermington, NSW 2115  on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the Month.  No Meeting for Dec. And Jan. All Visitors Welcomed 

Editor : See Ting Ho     email :stho@optusnet.com.au 

 
No Minutes as we did not have a meeting last month. 
 

 
 

 
17th May 2017 -  Our First AGM. Ken Siew on 
“Complex Paphiopedilum Breeding”.  Next judging 
of Growing competition (Paphs).Growing 
Competition of Paph. Insigne...please bring in 
your plant for Judging. 
 
21st June 2017 – Meeting Night. 
 
19th July 2017 – Meeting Night with a Mini Show 
on   Complex Paphiopedilum. Ian Chalmers - 
Paphiopedilums at the Tokyo Dome. 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP  FEE DUE FOR 2017 
Single $20 Couple $25 

Please Note : If you join the Society in August 2016 or later…you do not need to renew your 
membership until 2018. 
 
Renewal can be made at the meeting to the Treasurer. 
 
If sending payment make payment to:- Paphiopedilum 
Society of NSW and send to Secretary, 16 Flide St., 
Caringbah. NSW 2229 
 
EFT :BSB :- 032-090 , Account Number:- 828552 
Westpac Chatswood NSW. Important that you enter 
your name in the ‘Description on Recipient’s 
Statement’  
 
 
 
 

President : Seong Tay 
V. President : Rod Nurthen 
 
Secretary : Gary Hart 
Correspondence : 16 Flide St. 
   Caringbah NSW 2226 
Email : GazH@bigpond.com 
 
Treasurer : John McAuley 
Committee:  Craig Scott Harden 
            Daniel Coulton 
            Ken Siew 
      Marie Bartlett 
      John Bartlett 
 
Patron : Wal Rhodes 



 
 
 
 

 
This section is for you – the members.  If you are looking for a particular plant (Paphs of course), have 
some growing issue and need advice or you just want to share some pictures or ideas you have, just email 
the information to the Editor.   
 
What’s in flower currently...... 

 
Paph praestans belong to David Judge 
from Canberra. 
Lovely long petal.  Picture from David 
Judge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Editor : A New Colour in 
Albanistic Mauds?? Last year while 
I was in Taiwan visiting In-Charm 
Orchid Nursery....I saw the bud on 
this plant and duly asked Mr Hsiao 
if this spike is aborting?  He 
quickly said...No!!  New Colour!!  
This came from a cross of Paph. 
(Hsinying Citron X Hsinying 
Citron - Pat Rowland)..instead of 
the green/white.. it turned out 
Yellow/white...and it is very 
translucent...Mr Hsiao has told me 
he has sibling crossed it and the 
flask is available in his recent 
listing.  He also crossed it with 
Paph. Venustum (album). Thank 

you Mr. Hsiao for permission to publish this.  The season in Taiwan is Spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Editor : Paph. helenae...one of the smaller growing paph. 
Species...it flowers a light green and intensify to a bright yellow. 
Flowers in April.  The pot is a 68mm square..to give you an idea 
Of the size of the plant.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Easter Sunday 16 April 2017-05-04 at Rod Nurthen’s residence – Seong Tay 
 
It was a gorgeous autumn day with the sun shining and a cool refreshing breeze, a perfect day to spend in 
the garden and socialise. 
 
I arrived at Rod’s about 9.55 am thinking I could give Rod a hand but it seems he had already got everything 
organised. 
 
Visitors started appearing after 10.00 am, heading straight to the 2 glasshouses in a beautiful cottage garden 
setting to see what Rod has inside his glasshouses, to compare his growing environment with their own and 
to learn how Rod grows his Paphs so beautifully 
 

            
           Rod in his glasshouse                 Inside Rod’s glasshouse with fan, heater  
          and humidifier, the whole works. 
         



 

        
           Rod’s second glasshouse        Inside Rod’s second glasshouse with fan,  
            heater and humidifier 
           
By mid-day, at least 20 members had visited and were admiring the beautiful garden, talking orchids, 
bragging about their growing skills, and the occasional gossip. 
 
The host provided food and drinks, supplemented by cakes and biscuits visitors had brought and everyone 
had a great time. 
 
By 2.00 pm it was time for the visitors to return home to tend to their own orchids, having learnt from Rod 
how to keep the little slippers alive and healthy. 
 
Well done, Rod, and thank you for your kind hospitality and generosity with your growing knowledge and 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS MONTH WITH MY SLIPPERS 
MAY 2014 

 
After a very wet March we have had a fairly wet and cool April.  As a result I have drastically cut my 
watering more than usual for this time of year due to the conditions. I keep going on about overwatering but I 
still believe that it is responsible for more deaths of plants than under watering. With winter now approaching 
or even on us now watching how much you water is crucial. Keep the humidity between 50 and 60% but only 
water when necessary which can be less frequent than you think. 
 
This month my shading for my complex Paphs is down to one layer of 70% cloth with which I will stay 
throughout the winter until the end of August. I have finished my second slipper house which is mostly for 
my mottled leaf paphs. This will have more shading that the Maudiae types appear to appreciate. Hopefully in 

 
Growing Tips for the Month 



 
a few years I will be able to bench some that are similar in quality to what See Ting brings along regularly to 
our meetings. 
 
I have turned on the heaters in both houses and like to run both at a minimum of 12 degrees. I use a small 4 
fin oil filled radiator on a timer so that it mainly operates in off peak periods thus keeping the power bills to a 
minimum. A minimum12 degrees is probably needed for the Maudiae types but is a bit of a luxury for the 
complexes. The complexes will be happy with a minimum of 10 degrees but have coped for me in the past 
with winter minimums down to 6. 
 
Spikes on complex Paphs have probably finished appearing at the end of April. If they have not appeared yet 
in most cases you will have to wait until next year. This is not a bad thing in a lot of cases as the bigger and 
healthier the plant the better the flower. A bigger plant is also capable of supporting a flower and will then be 
healthy enough to produce each season. So do not be too disappointed with the seedlings that did not produce 
for you this year. As a consolation you can start to expect to see spikes appearing on your Parvis. 
 
With winter growth does not stop but it does slow. I am still fertilizing every second watering with Peter’s 
Cal-Mag Finishe rbut at about at 200 ppm which is half my summer rate. 
 
Rod 
 
Spike Hunting... You should have sighted you Complex Paphs sheath/spike by now and if now...it is likely 
another year wait.  There will be some that will throw up an off season spike.  Some of my Complex Paphs 
has started to open.  The Mauds and Parvis are also spiking....  When the buds are showing and the stem is 
seen,  the danger of damping off from overhead watering is now passed. With the Parvis...the bud will take a 
long time to progress before it opens...usually in late winter or early spring.  The Cold growing type like Paph 
insigne, villosum, spicerianum and charlesworthii are in full swing with the spicerianums and charlesworthii 
already blooming.  Good Hunting – See Ting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Benching Result as we did not have a meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paphiopedilum k a l i n a e Brae m 
subgeneraCochlopetalum 
Dr G.J. Braem 

Introduction 
Over the last 10 years, a number of new slipper orchids have found their way into the professional and 

ARTICLES 
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BENCHING RESULT FOR APRIL 2017 



 
amateur collections. Some of these have been discovered amongst materials that were imported under a 
different name. Indeed, the local collectors in the field are not always capable of differentiating between 
species, and, especially as the plants are often collected out of the flowering season, plants collected in the 
same area are usually "classified" under one single, known, but not necessarily correct name. It is very 
fortunate that new finds can still be made, especially in view of the ever increasing destruction of the tropical 
forests, the main endangering agent of animals and plants, and therefore also of orchids. 

In view of this unfortunate destruction of the native habitats, we may find ourselves lucky tobe able to identify 
new taxa and to know them in security in the greenhouses of professional growers where they will be 
propagated by artificial means, therefore securing the existence in cultivation of species that may soon be lost 
in the wild. 

Discuss ion  
Paphiopedilum kalinaei s a close relative of the plants known to belong to 
the Chochlopetaluin group. This subfamily has proven to be one of the most 
difficult in respect to taxonomy. Since the famous study of the slipper 
orchids by Pfitzer in 1903, several attempts have been made to clarify the 
complex but none has really been able to answer all the question. A further, 
complete study of this entire complex is being prepared by the author. 

The names of the various taxa used here refer to the interpretation published in 
my book in 1988 with the exception of Paphiopedilum primulinum M.W. Wood 
and Taylor which I now accept as an autonomous species. 

The Plant was imported in 1988 among a lot of Paphiopedilum 
chamberlainianum(Sander) Stein and was marketed in the USA as P. chamberlainianum var. Sumatra. It is 
probably present in many collections under that name. A comparison of the various taxa within this subgenus 
clearly shows that this plant deserves to be treated as a separate entity at the species level. The morphology of 
the leaves is quite different and so are shape and colour of its flowers. 
Following the morphology of the staminodal shield, the plant could be considered closest to P. 
chamberlainianumbut by no means identical to it. The overall form of the pouch is that of P. primulinum, but 
more pointed, not as pointed, however, as in P. victoria-regina(Sander) M.W.Wood and never inflated as in 
P. cliamberlainianum. 
Noteworthy, furthermore is the extreme pubescence of the outer surface of the flower, its unique colouration, 
and the relative large distance between the flower bracts. Unfortunately, no chromosome count is as yet 
available. 

Etymology: kalinaein honour of Mrs. Patricia Fair Kalina of Naperville, Illinois, USA. 

Taxonomy 
Holotypus: Gunong (MT) Kerinchi, Northern Sumatra, collected June 1988. Flowered in cultivation 
in the Fox Valley Orchid's collection. Type specimen in the alcohol collection of the Herbarium of the 
Schlechter Institute, Labnau, German, under No.FV1992/2/1 



 

 
P.chamberlainianum (Foto G.J. Braem)           P. victoria-regina (FotoG.J.Braem) 

 
Description:  
Herbaceous orchidaceous plant belonging to the genus PaphiopedilumPfitzersubgenus Cochlopetalum 
(Hallier)Karasawa& Saito. 
Leaves: leaves large, approx. 29.7cm long and 9.8 cm wide, broadly spathulate, emarginate, apex equal to 
slightly unequal heavily keeled, total leaf span approx 60 cm. Upper surface, h light green ground colour, more or less A'it 
obtuselytasselated with darker green. Base of leaves flushed with dark pink. Under side clear lighr 
green, heavily furrowed especially proxymally. Leaf margins light green, without ciliations. Texture of 
leaves matte. 
Inflorescence terete, green, intensely covered with short, stiff brown hairs. Floral bractsrelatively 
distant from each other, the distance decreasing from the baseof the inflorescence towards the apex, 
Flowers opening successively. 
Ovary 6 to 7.3 cm long, brownish., densely pubescent. 
Flowers: (The dimensions are deduced from 3 different clones and may be regarded as a generalized but not as 
an absolute size indication) 
Dorsal sepal: broadly ovate,  2.7 - 2.9 cm wide, 3.5 - 4.3 cm long, ground colouryellowish 
 



 

 
P.glaucophyllum  (Foto G.J. Braem)   P.liemianum (FotoG.J.Braem) 

 
green, centrally along median line fading to yellow at the margin. Raised vertical ribs overlaid with glossy 
burgundy tesselations. Light green median line surrounded by solid burgundy that breaks up into poorly 
defined spots and bars near the margin. Margins undulate and finely ciliate. 80% of the dorsal is covered 
with the burgundy colour. 
Outer surface intensely pubescent. 
Synsepalum much smaller, 1.8 - 2.6 cm wide and 2.9 - 3.5 cm long, yellowish-green, on the inside with 
some longitudinal dark brown streaks, outer side more intensely striped and intensely pubescent. 
Petals 0.7 cm wide and 4.0 - 4.9 cm long, crisped and undulate on proximal 1/2 of apical margin, ciliate. 
Ground colour light yellow, changing to pippin green distally. Heavily barred and spotted with burgundy. 
Petals flat for proximal 1/2, then twisted clockwise for distal 1/2. Proximal ends of petals separated by a 2 
mm wide, ivory "boss" which appears to be a vertical extension of the column, sparsely covered with coarse 
black hairs. Petals reflexed to about 40 degrees and deflexed by about 20 degrees from horizontal. 
Labellum overall 1.8 - 2.6 cm wide and 3.8 - 5.0 cm long. Side lobes indolded and forming a more or less 
closed tube, main lobe (pouch) inverted helmet shaped, not inflated as in P. chamberlainianum, not as pointed 
as in P. victoria-regina, ground colour yellowish-green, covered to within 2 mm of the orifice with 
irregulary shaped burgundy to mahogany spots approximately 0.5 mm in size. Inside of pouch covered by 
similar spotting. These spots align themselves into striations around the sides of the pouch and become sparser 
towards the rear. 
Staminode: about 9 mm wide and 12 mm long, more or less in the form of an inverted pear; surface green, 
both extremities in light yellow green, the main part with dark green maculations; finely covered with 
blackish hairs. 



 
Flowering time: February-March. 

Guido J. Braem 
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The Beginning of a Paphiopedilum Plant Life – a 
pictorial look at the progressive stage of flasking by See 
Ting Ho 
 

 
The above picture is the seedpod of a Complex Paphiopedilum Hybrid…currently 6 month after pollination.  
It generally matures around the 11th month.  The Ovary of paphiopedilum does not swell all that much after 
pollination unlike other genera of orchids.  You can just about feel a slight swelling on the front of the ovary 
(as shown above).  On maturity, the seedpod contains heaps of seeds which just look like brown dust with the 
naked eye.  Different types of Paph seedpod has varying maturity time. 
 

On maturity, the seedpod is prepared and sowed under a 
sterile environment using a laminar flow cabinet.  You 
can see the brown dust sitting on top of the agar media are 
the seeds.  There are thousands of these seeds, however 
not all of them are viable and will not germinate.  A 
peculiar condition for germination is that this is then 
placed in a dark area without any light until there are 
signs of germination.  If you look carefully in the picture, 
there are a few speckle of white appearing….these are the 
first germination happening.  This has occurred about 2-3 
month after sowing. 
 

 
 
 
 

This is the end where the flower was, 
which has now dropped off. 

If you feel this front section of the 
ovary, before fertilization it is 
flat…when fertilization occurs…you 
will feel a slight swelling. 

This is the sheath covering the 
Ovary…usually when it starts to 
yellow…it shows the pod is matured. 



 
The picture on the right shows more white speckle 
appearing…this is the start of germination of the 
seeds.  When more white speckle appears…it is then 
time to slowly expose it to some light, and finally 
placed under a grow light (fluro light) for the 
germination to start greening up and grow. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upon exposure to light, the seed germination develops into 
protocorms...simply a little round ball which starts turning 
green.  The next stage is then tiny little first leaf starts to 
develop.  This flask picture on the left shows a good 
germination occuring.  Sometime with poor germination, 
you may only get one or a couple of germination. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The flask on the left show much lesser germination.  
Sometimes the seed gets between the media and the flask 
wall.  You can see some protocorms developing under the 
media along the wall of the flask. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This picture on the left shows the protocorm now starting 
to develop its first leaf.  This is now ready for replating 
and spreading the plant out more in another flask, giving 
it more space to grow on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Upon replating, more leaves will develop and roots start 
to appear.  When they are large enough, then you can 
deflask them and grow them outside in your growing 
environment.  
The plants in this flask are Complex Type paphiopedilum, 
and at this stage it is 1.5 years since first pollinated. It will 
be still a few more months before they are large enough to 
deflask.  I have found that they will grow on at this stage 
if deflasked, however they do grow better and quicker 
whilst still in the flask environment.  They will survive 
once there are roots formed.  However...you have to have 
the environment for them to survive at such tender stage. 

 
The time taken from pollination to sowing to replating and finally deflasking may take up to 2 years.  
Sometime there is no germination and sometime there is a great deal.  Flask can also easily 
contaminate...losing them when there are signs of germination.  Paphiopedilum flasks accordingly can be 
expensive compared to other orchid flask. 
I often hear grower asking about flasking services...some growers would experiments and pollinate their 
plant.  If you use laboratory flasking services...the cost can be prohibitive,you generally have to pay for 2 
sowing of mother flask and then subsequent replates.  Some laboratory also wants you to take a certain 
amount of plants or flasks, so in this case...you may end up with a few flasks.  Certainly have some fun if you 
want to....however I would recommend the best option is just to buy flask from well known nursery who have 
good stud plants that are likely to give you superior results from the seedling that you grow.  I have dabbled in 
it...not something I enjoy doing....the lab work I mean. 


